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IN THE SHADOWS OF RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE  
 
Recent advances in the study of  rel igion successful ly have demonstrated the posit ive,  com-
munity-bui lding potentials  of  rel igious experience in terms of  its  material/performative 
pract ices,  psychological  models  of  coping with pain/crisis ,  and embodied habits  that  help 
individuals  establish more co-creat ive forms of  reason in order to develop more grounded 
social  imaginaries and epistemologies.

Without disregarding or disagreeing with the innumerable potential  ef fects  and benef its  of 
having and creat ing rel igious experiences,  in this  conference we wish to focus more so on 
how the irrevocable ambivalence of  rel igious experience simultaneously can lead it  to bear 
its  discontents and negative social it ies ,  namely,  in the forms of  host i l ity,  violence,  and re-
venge.   Although violence is  not the necessar y product of  host i l ity,  it  a lways looms as a 
threat  and is  often motivated by various processes of  enmif icat ion.   And although revenge 
is  not a  necessar y response to some preceding act  of  violence,  individuals  and groups quite 
often resort  to it  in order to appease aggrieved individuals  and part ies .   Of course,  this 
tr i fecta of  host i l ity,  violence,  and revenge ver y often is  invoked in polit ical  act ivit ies  ir-
respective of  rel igious tradit ions and engagements.   Yet  in al l  too many cases,  this  tr i fecta 
becomes even more pronounced due to the ways and means individuals  and groups have, 
and choose to have,  rel igious experiences and use rel igious narrat ives to just ify violent re-
sponses.   

Can we describe phenomenological ly the core motivat ions for why host i l ity,  violence,  or 
revenge too frequently are preferred over peaceful  interact ions and phronetic engagements 
with others?  Does a certain entit lement or per verse freedom arise from a sense of  repre-
senting divine power,  stemming from uncondit ional  claims that  are promoted “ in the name 
of ” a  transcendent principle?  To what degree does the dialect ic  between purity and com-
promise play a role in the wil l  to act  violent ly towards others who one deems to embody a 
“threat  of  disorder,”  a  stain of  impurity,  or are simply passed by indif ferently? Could the 
clear-cut orders of  “the sacred” and “the secular” possibly contribute to deepening an age-
old dualism or desire for equi l ibrium through revenge? Further,  i f  rel igious experience 
does not necessari ly invite the irrat ional  (or on the contrar y,  hyper-rat ional)  responses of 
seeking the harm, injur y,  or “correct ion” of  others,  in what way do forms of  rel igious expe-
rience contribute to the (re)production of  negative social it ies  that  revolve around imagina-
t ions of  threat  and disorder? What kind of  responsibi l it ies  might the presence of  a  non or 
a-rel igious community or polit ic  play in creat ing spaces of  opposit ion and conf l ict?

In order to f ind constructive answers to such quest ions,  we invite reference to the whole 
phenomenological  movement,  including post-phenomenolog y,  hermeneutics,  and decon-
struction;  historical  and contemporar y research with the engagement of  phenomenolog y, 
theological  phenomenolog y,  experienced-based comparative studies l ike cultural  anthro-
polog y of  experience,  qualitat ively based sociolog y of  rel igion,  as  wel l  as  theological  and 
psychological  perspectives that  ut i l ize phenomenological  research methods. 
Abstract  and Paper proposals  on the fol lowing topics would be most welcome:
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– Critiques of  the relationship between “relig ion” and “secularism” as a social ,  political , 
and epistemological  separation that i s  prone to deepen habits  of  hosti lity,  legitimize v io-
lence,  and motivate revenge;

– Analyses  of  the role  relig ious experience (and the discourse about it)  might play in aca-
demic,  social ,  and political  discourse(s)  on hosti lity,  v iolence,  or  revenge;

– Developments of  accounts of  relig ious experience that clearly demonstrate its  inherently 
ambiguous role  in how it  fundamentally i s  constitutive of  the “human condition”;

– Depictions of  the theologico-political  undercurrents  of  late  modern social  imaginaries 
that nourish the habitus of  “cultures  of  v iolence”;

– Descr iptions of  how the break-down of  meaning in a)  the maelstrom of  globalization,  b) 
the advent of  apathy and indif ference in a modernity spinning out of  control ,  and c)  the so-
cial  construction of  murderous consent to neoliberal  exploitation and the resulting nihili sm 
of  a commodif ied society committed to the myth of  progress  all  have inf luenced relig ious 
communities  and their  contemporary self-understanding.

Please submit papers of  no more than 600 words,  formatted for anonymous review, be-
fore July 10,  2021.  Enclose your biographic information in the body of  email .  Email 
for the submission is  vienna2021@sophere.org  You should receive an acknowledgement 
of  your submission.  Provisional  notif icat ions of  acceptance wil l  be emailed by July 20, 
2021. 
Authors whose submissions are provisional ly accepted must become members of  So-
PheRE before acceptance is  conf irmed 
https://sophere.org/membership/

The format of  presentat ion:  30 minutes including quest ion and answer period,  i .e.  a  pa-
per of  approximately 3500 words.

Selected papers wil l  be published in a special  issue of  Religions and through other ven-
ues.

CONTACT:

Jason Alvis  jason.wesley.a lv is@univie.ac.at

Michael  Staudigl  michael.staudigl@univie.ac.at

PLEASE FEEL FREE TO DISTRIBUTE.
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